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INTRODUCTION

It is not sufficient, in order to acquire an understanding of how law impacts society, be it civil, private domestic life or industry and commerce, simply to learn large quantities of legal rules. This introduction to the study of law discusses some aspects of the nature of law and provides some hints and guidelines on how to study Constitutional Law and how to approach academic assessments exercises on the subject.

FUNCTIONS OF LAW 

Law fulfils a wide variety of functions in society. For every function of modern society there is a corresponding body of law. The categories discussed are not intended to be exhaustive but identify some of the main functions of law. An understanding of the intended function or functions of a particular law facilitates interpretation and application of that law.

Law provides a formal means of social control. 
Law provides a forum for settling disputes. 
Law can be used by the State as an instrument of change. 
Law provides the citizen and the state with security. 

CLASSIFICATION OF LAW 


Public Law is specialized and deals with the inter-relationship between governor and governed and also the relationships between the various organs of government and their powers and duties. Public Law continuously evolves and adapts to the changing needs of society. The key to any critique of Public Law is to understand the underlying rationale for constitutional laws and rules.


There are a number of ways of classifying law. Law is classified in different ways for different purposes but despite the differing aims the methods are not necessarily mutually exclusive.

PUCLIC LAW-PRIVATE LAW


Public Law is concerned with the relationship between the state and its citizens. Public law is made up of constitutional law and administrative law. Private law is concerned with the rights and duties of individuals towards each other. It includes: the law of contract; tort; property; succession; and family law.
PROCEDURAL LAW-SUBSTANTIVE LAW

DOMESTIC LAW-INTERNATINAL LAW

COMMON LAW SYSTEM - CIVIL LAW SYSTEM
JUDGE AS ALAW-MAKER

INTERPRETATION OF LAW
JUDICIAL INTERPRETATION
STATUTORY INTERPRETATION
ANALOGY

SOURCES OF LAW
PRIMARY SOURCES

WRITTEN SOURCES
·  LEGISLATURE

· CONSTUTION

· INTERNATIONAL TREATIES

· CODES 

· REGULATIONS

· BY-LAWS

· OTHER ADMINISTRATIVE DECISIONS

UNWRITTEN SOURCES

· CUSTOMARY LAW

SECONDARY SOURCES

· COURT DECISIONS
· DOCTRINE
BRANCHES OF PRIVATE LAW

LAW OF PERSONS

CLASSIFICATION OF PERSONS

REAL PERSONS
LEGAL PERSONS

NAME AND DOMICILE

CAPACITY TO ACT

PERSONALITY AND PROTECTION OF PERSONALITY 

FOUNDATIONS

ASSOCIATIONS

FAMILY LAW

ENGAGEMNET

MARRIAGE 

TERMINATION OF MARRIAGE

LAW OF OBLIGATIONS

CONTRACTS

TORTS

UNJUST ENRICHHMENT

PROPERTY LAW

RIGHTS

OWNERSHIP

PROTECTION OF RIGHTS

RESPONSIBILITY

LAW OF SUCCESSION

COMMERCIAL LAW

BRANCHES OF PUBLIC LAW

CONSTITUTIONAL LAW

ADMINISTRATIVE LAW

CRIMINAL LAW

SUI GENERIS LAW BRANCHES

PROCEDURAL LAW

LABOR LAW

ENVIRONMENTAL LAW

COPYRIGHTS LAW

HUMAN RIGHTS
INTERNATIONAL LAW AND ARBITRATION
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